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MEMORANDUM TOR DEPUTY SECRETARY CSJ-PATRIC 
From] Brig. Gen. Leasdale 
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Subject: Paramilitary Role of Defease la Lao# 
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Background. i,-.-- • 

The major paramilitary contribution by Defease la Laoe baa 
bffp through the use of U<3. Army Special Forces. Tha program 
Involving uaa of these force# InLao# originated la January 1959 and 
•aviaaged tr aining for the Laotian Army (FAL) la baalc milit ary 
•killa aad, aa a by-prodaefc, at*ch counter-guerrilla training aa tbe 
FAL trainee# ware able to absorb. Since the F reach milit a r y In 
that coast ry had tM* Identical m ission. It era# clear from the beginning 
that personal #kHl would hav# to h« uaed to *«t Individual French 
advisor# to M t*m their back#** and permit *^A»gic*ni 
^ralniag th*Lab#T' ? 'It la" tothatre&tef mas/lnSleldail XJ? If holder* 
that so much training ha# bean accomplished. 

Tha Initial Special Force# training element, JJ t eam s or a 
total of 107 personnel from Fort Bragg, ere re Introduced Into Lao# in 
July 1959. ostensibly as Department of Army dril l a s s to train conv«a- 
t to aal gaits of the Laotian Army* Dae to the insurgent activity of the 
Patbet Lace in northern aad eastern Laos, actnsl tr ain i n g did not 
commence until September 1959, erhea training center* manned by 
Special Force# personnel were established at four separate points: 
Lm, Prcbang, Vientiane, Sars nnsVKet , and Pakse. Tk#se teams 
were relieved In piece In January I960, with subsequent rotation ox 
personnel In June aad December 1960, and In Jnne 1961. Tbe nest 
rotation is car really scheduled for February 196Z. 

With tha establishment of a regularly constituted MAAQ In 
Laos la March 1961, the Special Forces personnel resu med their - 
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mili tary identities sod began wearing their uniform*. These teams 
continue to function at the various levels of command mad to provide 
advice and planning and training assistance to commanders 
at the operational unit level. _ 

M am indication of how do* elf these advisors have heea 
working wi th the FAL combat unit commanders, four Special Forces 
personnel were overrun and captured by the Pathet Lao during a 
local Communist attack In April of this year. The exact whereabouts 
of these personnel and whether they are still alive is sot kmowa at 

this time. 


Auameatati 




•/. • 




The effectiveness of these specially ueloctod personnel in 
their rule as lastructors and advisors to indigenous military aad 
paramilitary dements has bee case increasingly evident. Aa a cease- 
ouence of their demonstrated proficiency and because of the 
LurtontU* .ItMUoa ta I*«. tk. taltUi IM *"„ U “ 1 "*?£*** 
several oecasiens. The first augmentation was *8*cttAoa lj*a* y w 
te 164, with subsequent augm entati on s on U Asjut 
to Thread »8 reapoctivdy. Chief MAAQ. Lae*. tedCW CPAC are 
tfeJrS^rtetfUnmntlag tka recent Presidential approval to Increase 
toe*. JM to 600, .#4. whlchjaamber allhut 

' £See Ineloaure for breakout of th e se forces). 
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The present Special Forces personnel Increase (see 

indoiurel greatly enhance. their potential capability ] 
inclo.ure) 6 Y ^ tiou6h th.fr primary teak continue, to 

be training a..l.S3c. and advice to operational unit, of the FAh. 
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Fiscal Aspects . 

The pay and allowances of the Special Forces personnel in 
Lao., a. well ..the co.t of per.onal firearm, and icdi'dd^^P- 
ment have been absorbed by the Department of Army. TDY cost 
and the procurement of unit equipment and supplies. .including 
equipment and materia necessary to the training mission, are all 
pid^Som MAP fund*. This latter category of MAP expenditure 
will run about 4 million dollars for FY 62. 



General Boyle (Chief. MAAG-Laos) in a recent discussion 
^th Oene^I^e. L Southea.t Aaia 

concerning the logistical responsiveness of the present MAA ( > 

ct^.trVim^fned'^gi^bcal'pro^e^ur^M^woidd'Svt^ti 'be^metituted 

“°" tit; S^egret of re/pou.ive admindatrati,. and logUtic^. . 
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Finally, in view of the present training role of the Special Forces 
teams •with the FAL, provisions would also have to be made for a 
controlled phase-out of certain of these teams from their present 
mission and their replacement, to avoid disrupting current MAAG 
operations. 

Inclosure 

a/s 


cc: General Maxwell D. Taylor 
Honorable Allen W* .Dulles 
Honorable Alexis Johnson 








V K*r»mb*r 1964 

RCC AP ITPLATIOK or MOBILE TRAINING TEAM STATUS • LAOS 
l. Personae! ea head: 


a. Special FortM - , 

♦18 FA Teams* reduced-etreagth F8 Teams 
l Control Team. ............ 


k. One 10-aaa Control Team (noa~Sp«ei*l Tercet 

qualified) consisting o t coca manic atioos . supply, and 
aerial dciivar y specialists* piss code clerics sad 
medical aapply specialists * * . .. . • « - 

c. Tea 2 -man artillery lastrector teams (aea-Speclal 
Farces qualified) 

• 4 

2. Personal being readied lor shipment: 


a, Aagmeatstloa «£ 4 FB Teams to £aU strength (see 
l.«,i shore) 





h. 4 FA Teams 
S. Per seen el la slaaalag gtagm 
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a. 4 FA T 


k. 20 -man aagmeatattea to Control T 


TVese 400 p ersoaael are brekea 4owa emit •arise Into: U 

FA Teams* 4 fidl-streagtk FB Teams, 10 artillery Ustrocter teams, 

ead eae Control Team. 


e The IZ-mau FA Team is the basic Special Forces operatieeal 



detschmsat aad can he spilt Uto two equally capable el emeat s. This 
will provide a total c£ 54 Special Forces training teams at the tactical 
level erhea the programmed persoaael eettisg el 500 U reached. 


The FB Team is sa Intermediate command sad ceetrei de tachm e n t £er 
the deployed FA Teams. -* 




